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TRUE MAXIMS|| 


 GOVERNMENT*® 


DISPLAYED. 


Wherein is likewiſe Proved, 


Adam no {ſuch Authority. 
Thrat there neither is or can he any reromen De 
Fure, and that all ſuch pretended Government is Void. 
That the Children of /frael did often Refilt their evil Prin- 
ES without any Appointment or foretelling thereof by 
Gog-1n tpture. 
That the. Primitive Chriſtians did often Reſiſt their Tyran- 
nical-Emperors, and that Biſhop Arhanaſirs did approve 
of Refiſtance. 


Deſtruttive Princes. 


Wgtther with 2 Hiſtorical Accqunt of the Deprivigg, of 
ings for their Evil Government, in 1ſraet, hes 
Portugal, Scotland, and in England OPS and. i he 


*2C0: 1quelt. 


pry of Challenge to Dr. .. Wihew Sherlock, Md Teas other / 
New Diſſenters, and Recommended as proper to be Read 
by all ProteFtant | Javebiees, 

He thi ting WY eproved, at hut his Neck, ſhall ſud- 
denl ' be, _ - that without Remedy, Prov. 29. 2t. 


« i NDON, , 
rinte if * riſon at the Weſt End of the Royal 
Exchange in Cornhutfl. 1690. 


———— 


That p ernal Authority is no Abſolate Authority, and that | 
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That, the Prore/tants in 3ll Ages -did Reſiſt their Evil and |}. 
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PhEFACE. 
Feer all the ſignal Deliverances God bath vouch- 
ſafed to theſe Brittiſh Iſlands, and the many 
emment Appearances of Dive Providence m 
our late happy Revolution, even to this day, one 
would think no Proteſtant ſhould repme at this happy and 
advantageous Change, from an Arbitrary to a Legal Mo- 
Marchy,” but reckon it bis Felicity to have lived to this day, 
to ſee the Imperial Crown of England worn by « Prote- 
ſtant King and” Queen ; an Happineſs which our Fathers 
wiſhed and longed for in King Charles the firſt's and ſe- 
cond's time, but could not obtain, the evil Conſequence there- 
of this Nation hath ſufficiently felt ; therefore I may - well 
fay, O thrice happy England, didſt thou know thy 
Happineſs, and hadſt an Heart to be thankful tor 
it! Who could have thought, that notwithſtanding the vi- . 
fible hand of God im this unparallel'd Revolution, we ſhould 
ftill have amongſt ns a Korah, a Dathan, and an Abi- 
ram, a murmuring ſtill in our Streets * Our Fore-fathers 
never bought their Liberty at ſo cheap a rate as wethave 
A 2 done 
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The Preface. 


done now, which makes it ſo much deſpiſed and ſlighted 
at preſent, as if Liberty could never be good without Wa- 
ding through a Sea of Blood to obtam it, We commend 
our Fore-fathers for ſtanding up for their Rights and Pri- 
viledges, ( without which- we ſhould have been Slaves to 
this day ) and yet that me ſhould Condemn one another 
for the” ſame thing, though our Religion, which is mfi- 
mitely more dear to us than 'a few worldly Liberties, lies 
at ſtake, is ſuch an intolerable Folly that ſucceeding Ages 
will hardly give Credit to. But what is more ſtrange, 
is, that ſome Proteſtants are for the Reſtauration of the 
late King James, with the young Impoſtor, the conſe- 
qurenee whereof can be nathing leſs than Slavery, and the 
total Subverſion of the Proteſtant Religion in England, 
as well as the endangering it throughout the World. But 
that the World may ſee what rare Notions of Civil Gas 
vernment our Murmurers have, I ſhall here ſet down 
fome of the Sayings of one of their mighty Pillars of 
Paſſive Obedience, Dr. William Sherlock, as they 
are in his Caſe of Reſiſtance of the Supreme Powers, 
No Man wants Authority ( ſays the Dr. pag. 59.) 
. to defend his Life againſt him who has no Au- 
thority to take it away ; but yet he tells you moſt learn- 
edly, p. 113. that The Prince is the Powers or Au- 
thority ; (not the Laws) and m p. 198. that The King 
receives not his Sovereign Authority from the Law ; 
and in p. 89. be ſayes, that there could not be greater 
| | nor 


The Preface. 
nor more\, abſolute Tyrants'rhan che" Roman Empe- 
rors were, and yer- they had'no 'Powet'over' the 
meaneſt' Chriſtian, but by* an exprels:Commilſion 
from Heaven :” 4d be tells. yow-further, p."1 16. that. 
When we reliit our Prince,” we-refift:rhe Ordinance, 
Conltitution and Appointmear” of God.) What: Inz 
vicible Arouments are thejeifor Paſſive Obedience; which 
makes God the Author of" all the Outrages Cruelries, Ra- 
pins and Blood-ſhed that have been committed whe World 
ty Sovereizn Pruces ! but I think the Dr. has: taken' the 
rioht way ( if there be any) to eſtabliſh the: Bofrine of 
Pailive Obedience without (reſerve; © '$t. /Perer exhorts 
el the Chriſtians to: fubmir to'every Ordinance of Man 
for the Lords lake ; which plamly ſignifies ( ſayes the Ins 
genious Dr. p. 146.) that whatever hand: Men may 
have in Modeliing Civil Governmeats, yer iris the 
Ordinance of God,” and Princes receive their Power 
from him : What a rare Argument is this for Tyran- 
ny, Oppreſſion, and Idg/atry, 8&c. for according to. the 
Doftor's Notion, if the Legiſlative Authority of a Na- 
tion ſhou'd aboliſh the Chriſtian Retgion, and ſet up Pa- 
g:nilm, Mahometauilm, and Popery, and make ne- 
ver ſuch Unjuſt aud. Tyrannical Laws, yet it would be the 
Ordinance of God. Since 1 can hardly find throughout 
all the Dottor's Book, be knows what any part of Civil 
Government 4s, and leaſt be ſhould take an eſtabliſhed Re- 


tizion to be no part thereof, I ſhall make bold to tell bivs, 
thag. 
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that -when-.a Religion ;i5 pſt abliſhed: by the Legiſlative Aus 
thority- of any Nation, it; becomes part of the Civil Govern= 
ment, and. is\to be defended and ſupported by the Admini- 
ftrator of that Government. The Dr. bath many more as 
rare Arguments as theje,. but for brevity ſake 1 omit them, 
theſe being ſufficient to: ſhew upon what rock this jort of 
Men build the Notions of Paſſive Ob:dience. 
 T challenge all. the: New. Diſſenters mn. England, and 
all the  Conformiſts- Who bave ſworn Allegiance to ther Mas 
jeſties only: as King and Queen De Facto : but more par- 
. ticularly, Dr. Will. Sherlock, Shadrach Cook, John 
Leke, Dr. Francis Thompſon, Perlon, Dr. 
—— Audley, Will. Gefford of Suffolk, John Hart 
of Tanton, Wood, Cuff, John Norris of. 
Cambridge, Richard Stafford, ' and the Author of the 
Hiſtory of Paſſive Obedience, together with Sir R, Le- 
ſtrange and all bis Pupils, to Anſwer the following Tratt. 
I defire theſe Learned Men to refolve me. this Caſe of Con- 
feience, Whether or no thoſe who joyned with or aſſiſted the 
Prince of Orange, . upon his Arrival, are not guilty of Re- 
bellion ? | and whether or no thoſe Divines and Laicks who 
invited him over, are not more guilty of Rebellion, ( accor- 
ding to the Dottrme of Pafſive Obedience, without re- 
ſerve, as being the firſt Cauſe thereof ) than they that joyned 
with hm upon his firſt Arrival * and whether upon the 
Biſhyps refuſing to diſown their mvitmg hum over, it does 


not follow that they did imvite him over, and upon their re- 


fuſing 
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fuſnig to ſubſcribe to the form of an Abborrente of the Tuvita- 
tion, i did not plainly imply,that they diſowned the DoFtyine of 
Paſſive Obedience, and allowed the reſiſting of Arbitrary 
Power ?. and when they deſared the Price of Orange ( our 
preſent King) to take upon him the Adminiſtration of the Go- 
vernment, it did wot imply that King James had deſert- 
ed the Government, and that the Throne was thereby be- 
come Vacant ? ; RU IRINIENN 

The reafon why take this unuſual way of Writing by 
way of Challenging "of particular Men, is, becauſe in a ge- 
neral Challenge 110 Man' would reckon himſelf concerned” int 
it : for what is every -ones buſoieſs, is no body's buſineſs ; 
and” becauſe the Diſſenters from th? preſent Government 
do afſert, that (the late) King James © De Jure ſtill, 
aud that Obedience is due to him during his Life, al that 
Dr: Sherlock -and many others can. prove the. P6&rin "of 
Pattiye Obedience, witL out reſerve, to be *a"trile bs. 
Ftrine, and they hope "tb hear it Preadh'd "with 'as much 
Zeal as ever, "Theſe are the Reaſons that induced” me ta 
Challtnge pdrticilat Men, - and to "write this Traet, that 
there might "be no Plea for the RefurreCtioii of the abſurd, 
nonſenſical, ſheepiſh, laviſh, inbumane, Bow-ſtring Do« 
frine, which one ſucks in with his Milk ; another he takes 
it to be the diſtinguſhing Doctrine of the Church ; and ano- 
ther believes it, becauſe it bas been told him from the Pulpit ; 
aud a fourth becauſe a great many ingenious and learned Men: 
have declared it to be a true Dotrine : Thus we become wiſe 


by, 
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by Tradition and Example,.. having. an Implicit. Faith to be- 
heve whatever our Guides declarr to be the Doftrine of the 
Goſpel, though it be never_ ſo, comrary to the Juſtice and 
Goodneſs, of Almighty God, and to undenyable Reaſon, If. 
the Church in its Keformation from 'Popery. had retained 
Tranſubſtantiation, no doubt but we ſhould have had as 
many and as zealous Aſſerters of that Dottrine as of Paſſive 
Obedience without reſerve, the one being as falſe as the other 
& impoſſible. I remember the: ſaying of a Paſſive Obedi- 
ence Man, If an Angel ( ſayes be ) came down from 
Heaven, and Preachr any other Doctrine than Paſſive 
Obedience, as it was lately taught us, I would nor 
believe him. -0 what a commendable thing ts it to be true 
to, ones Principle, though. it be never ſo ridiculous or falſe, 
or tends never fo much tothe Inſlaving or Deſtruttion of our 
Gama IE. WWE 

"I haye hitherto (ſays Cato) fought for my Coun- 
treys Libery, and for my own, and only that [ 
might live Free among Free-men. 1 wiſh that every 
Engliſh-man, could Jay that be had either fought or done 
ſomething «elſe for the 200d of, bis Coutrey, which is the 
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preſcribed by the Law of God and Nature; for that 
then they would be both immutable, and the ſelf-ſame 
in all Countries. For the better proof whereof, it is 
neceſſary to ſhew, how far Government proceeds from Na- 
ture, and how far from Man ; to wit, that Man is ſociable, 
and inclined to live together in Company, which proceeds 
from Nature, and conſequently alſo from God, that - is Au- 
thor of Nature; from whence do proceed all private 
Houſes, then Villages, then Towns, then Caſtles, then Cities, 
and then Kingdoms and Common-wealths ( as Ariftorle faith 
in his Book of Politicks). Tho Government in'like manner, 
and Juriſdiftion of Magiſtrates, which does follow neceſſari- 
ly upon this living together in Company, be alſo of Nature ; 
yet the particular form or manner of this or that Govyern- 
ment, in this or that Faſhion, as to have many Governors, 
few, or ene, and thoſe either Kings, Dukes; Earls, or the 
like; or that they ſhould have this or that Authority more or 
le, for longer or ſhorter time, or be by Succeſſion, or Eleftion 

themſelves and their Children, or next in Blood : All theſe 

things (1 ſay) are not by Law Natural or Divine ( for then, 
as hath been ſaid, they ſhould be all one in all Countries and 
B Nations) 


I is evident that no Rule or Form of Government is 
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(2) 
Nations) for God ſaid, Ger. 2. 18. /t rs not good that Man 
ſhould be alone, 1 will make him an Help-meet ( or Aſſiſtant like 
unto himſelf) : So that as this hrſt Society of our firſt P3- 
rents was of God, and for ſo great purpoſe as the one to 
help and affiſt ( not deſtroy or 1vſlave ) the other : $o all 0- 
ther Societies, as proceeding, from this firſt, ſtand upon the 
ane pou of God's: Ordinance, ;far the. ſelf-fame end of 
Mans Utility -or Happineſs; all which is confirmed by the 
Conſent and Uſe of all Nations throughout the World ; which 
general Conſent Cicero calleth Ipſam vocem Nature, the Voice 
of Nature her ſelf. For there was never yet any Nation 
found either of ancient times, or of later days, by the-diſco- 
very of the Indies, or elſe-where, where Men living together, 
had not ſome kind of Magiſtrate, or Superior to govern 
them ; which evidently declareth, that Magiſtracy is alſo 
from Nature, and from God that created. Nature ( though 
not in this or that particular Form: ) which Point our Civil 
Law doth prove in like-manner, in the beginning of -orr 
Digeſt, de origine Furis civilis & omnium Magiftratuum, of the. 
beginning of the Civil Law, and of. all Magiſtrates, which. 
beginning is referred to the firſt Principle of Natural ln- 
ſtint, and God's Inſtitution. Though Common-wealths and 
Government of the ſame by Magiſtrates are of Nature ; yer 
the particular Forms or manner of Governments are not of 


Nature, but are left unto every Nation and Country to. 


chuſe what Form of Government they like beſt, and think 
moſt fit for the Natures and Conditions of- the People. 

By the State of Nature we are all equal, there being no 
Superiority or Subordination one above another ; there can 
be nothing more rational, than that Creatures of the ſame 
Species and Rank promiſcuouſly born to all the ſame Adyan- 
tages of Nature, and the uſe of the ſame Faculties ſhouid 
alſo be equal one amongſt another, without God by any ma- 
nifeſt Declaration of bis Will had fet one above another, 
and. given him Superiority or Soyeraignty-. Were it-not, for 
the Corruption and Vicioufneſs of degenerate Men, there 
would be no need of any other State ;. for every one in that 
State being both Judg and Executioner of the Law of Na. 


tre, which is to puniſh according to the Offence committed. 
| Men 
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Men being partial to themfelyes, Paſſion and Revenge i; 
very apt to'carry them' too far 'in'their own Caſes, as well 
as Negligence and Unconcernedneſs makes them tov. remif 
In other Mens. . This: makes every one willingly give up his 
ſingle Power of -puniſhing to one alone, or more, as they ſhall 
think moſt conyenient, and by fach-Rules.as the Community, 
or thoſe authorized by then t6* that purpoſe, ſhall agree vo, 
with intention in every one the” better to preſerve Lina? 
his Liberty and Property. What is it but Flattery tothe 
natural Vanity and Ambition of Men, too apt of it ſelf to 
grow and increaſe with the Poſſeſſion of any Power, who 
would perſwade thoſe Monarchs in Authority, that they may 
do what they pleaſe, becauſe they have Authority to do more 
than others ; fince Rational - Creatures cannot be ſuppoſed, 
when free, to put themſelves into SubjeRtion to another for 
their own. harm, which were to put themſelves in a worſe 
Condition than in the State of Nature, wherein they had 
liberty.to defend their Lives and Properties againſt the In- 
vaſioris.of atly Man or Men whatſoever ; whereas by giving up 
themſelves to the abſolute Arbitrary Power of any . Man, 
they have diſarn''d themſelves, and armed him to make a 
Prey of them when he pleaſes. * 

1 have been the longer in ſpeaking of the State of Nature, 
and the natural InſtinQ to Society and Government, for that 
it is the Fountain of all the reſt that enſueth in a Common- 
wealth ; but if we reſpett God and Nature, as well might 
all the diverſity of Governments, which have been, and now 
are in the World, have followed one Law, as fo different, 
but that neither God, nor Nature (which is from God) hath 
preſcribed any of thoſe particular Forms, but concutreth or 
perimitteth ſuch which the Commonewenith appoints.- Can 
any Man ſay that, God and Nature did "not concur as well 
with Italy when it- had but one Prince, as now when it bath 
ſo many, and the like with Germany, and alſo with Switzer- 
land, which as ofice'one Common-wealth under. the Dukes 
and Marquelles of Auſtria, and now are diyided into thit- 
teen Cantons or Colnmon-wealths; under ' popular Magi- 
Nrates of their own ?. England alſo was firſt a Monarchy un- 
der-the Britains, and then a Province under the Romans, = 

| B 2 atter 
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after that divided into ſeven Kingdoms at once, under the 
Saxons, and after them of the Danes, and then the Normans, 
and then the French, and now a Monarchy again under the 
Erghiſh ;, and all this by God's Providence and. Permiſſion, 
who ſuffered his own. peculiar, People the Jews to be under 
divers manner of Governments at divers times ; at firſt un- 
'der Patriarchs, Abraham, 1/aac and Facob ;, then under Cap- 
tains, as Moſes, Joſhua, and the like ;,, then under Judges, .as 
Othoniel, Ebud and Gideon ;, then-under High Prieſts, as El: and 
Samwel;, then under Kings, as Saul, David, and the reſt ; 
then under Captains and High Prieſts again, as- Zorobbabel, 
Fudas Maccabens, and his Brethren z until the Government 
was laſtly taken from them, and they brought under the 
Power of the Romans, And laſt of all that God does concur, 
with what Magiſtrate or Magiſtrates the Community thinks 
fit to appoint, is plain by the Teſtimony of holy Scripture, as 
when God ſaid to Solomon, By me Kings rule, and Nobles, 
even all the Judges of the Earth, Prov. 8. 16. that is, by 
his Permiſſion they govern,. tho . choſen by . the People 
and St. Paul to the Romans avoucheth, that Authority is 
not but of God, and therefore be that reſiſteth Authority, 
reſifteth God, Rom. 13. which is to be underſtood of Au- 
thority, Power and Juriſdiction in it ſelf according to the 
Laws of every Country. 

All Politick Societies began from a.voluntary Union and 
mutual Agreement of Men, freely aCting in the choice of their 
Governours, and Forms of Government. 

All Kings receive their Royal Dignity from the Commu- 
nity by whom they are made the Superiour Miniſter and Ruler 
of the. People. yy . "i | 

Ariſtotle, Cicero, 77 Val Forteſcxe, and all other Politi- 
cians agree, that Kingdoms and Common-wealths were 'ex- 
iſtent before Kings 3 for there mult be a Kingdom and Society 
of Men togovern, before there can be. a King elefted by them 
to govert them ; and thoſe Kingdoms and Societies of Men 
had (for the moſt part ) ſome Common Laws of tlitir own 
free Choice, by which they were governed, before: they had 
Kings, which Laws they ſwore their Kings to obſerve, before 
they would crown or admit them to the Cormngnt, is 

- evident 
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evident by the Coronation-Oaths of all Chriſtian and'Pagan 
Kings continued tothiaDay. \. yh uh a Is» vn 

The Safety of the People is the Supreameſt Law-z"and 
what they by commoin Conſent 'have. EnaQted;:only for the 
Publick Safety, they may; without .any Obſtacle .alter when 
things require it, by the like common Conſent. .'' 
| The lawful Power of making:: Laws to: command whole 
Politick Societies''of Men, belongeth fo properly -unto' the 
ſame intire Societies, that: for-any Prince: or Potentate; of 
what kind ſoever upon Earth, to exerciſe the ſame of him- 
ſelf, and not by expreſs Commiſſion immediately and perſo- 
nally received from God, or elſe by Authority derived at firſt 
from their Conſent, upon whoſe Perſons they impoſe Laws, it 
is no better than meer Tyranny. Laws they are not therefore, 
which Publick Approbation hath not made'ſo. Hooker's .Ercl. 
Pol. |. 1. F. 10. Yi g95: 


>= Whoſcever ( ſays Ariſtotle) is governed by a. Man without 4 


Law, #u governed by a Man, and by a Beaſt. ') _ 027 33 
As every Man,in the delivery ofthe Gift of /his own Goods, 
may impoſe what Covenant or Condition he/pleaſes ; and eve- 
ry Man is Moderator and Diſpoſer of his own Eſtate. - So in 
the voluntary Inſtitution of 'a King, and ' Royal Power,' it- is 
lawful for the People, ſubmitting themſclves, to preſcribe the 
King and his Succeſſors what Law they pleaſ-ſo-as i0benot 
Unreaſonable-and Unjuſt, and direlyagainft:the/ Rights: of 
a Supream Governour: 6-4 412251 25 wndZe +21 
No Man can be born an Abſolute King ; no Man can. be a 
King. by himſelf; no-King can-Reign- without the:People. . 
Whereas on:the contrary,; the People may;toth bez and: are 
by themſelves; and are in Time before a King, , By wyhich: it 
appears. that all Kings wers and are conſtituted by the People, 
becauſe, by the Law of Nature, there is no Superiority -one 
above another 3 and . God has no where commanded: the 
World, or any part thereof, to be governed bythis: or: that: 
Form, or by this or that Perſon 3: therefore 'pY; Superiority, 
and Authority muſt, and dpes proceed. fromthe People; ſince; 
by the Law of God and Natyte, thets\is no Superiority ane 


above another. | 
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Ariſtotle ſaith, That the whele. Kin City, or- Family, us 
more excellent, and to be preferred be 
thereefer; 2.7 Aottieong!? $i 6 bit 1p 
| Succeſſion--wis tolerated (and appoi 
niences of Election...” -. 1 $1.5 YO" 
_ -'*Tis plaing foomy what! hath'' been ſaid; that all Govern- 
ment>proceedsfrom the Peyple.: | Now 1 will prove that they 
have-:Authorityto put back the next” Thherifors ro Go- 
verninent; when. unfit or uncapable to Govern : And alſo to 
difpoſſeſs them that are in lawful Poſſeſſion, if they fulfil not 
the 'Laws and Conditions: by which, and for which their 
Dignities were:given them; and when it :is done-upon joft' 
and \urgent Cauſes; and'by: Publick Atthority of the whole 
Body, the Juftice thereof is plairs 3} as wheri the Prince ſhall 
endeayour to eſtabliſh Idolatry, contrary to the Laws of the 
Eand; /or any Religion-which 1s repugnant to the Scripture, 
as- Popery, &c. or to deſtroy the People, or make them 
Staves to his Tyramnical Will and:Pleafure : For as the whole 
Body is of more Authoritythan "the" Head, and" may cure it” 
when ouvof. order's fo may the Weal-Publick cure-or purge 
their Heads;! when' they are perfiitious or deſtruftive to the 
Body - Polirick ; ſecing' that a Body Civil may -have divers 
Heads!by Succeſfion or Ele&tion,. and cannot be bound to ene, 
as a:Body Natural is : which'Body Natural, if ithad Ability ' 
to cut off its aking or ſickly Head,and tike another, 1 doubt 
not'but it would do it; and that all Men would &bnfeſs it had 
. Authority-ſufficient,” and Reafon 'fo to' do, rather than the 
other'Parts ſhouldiperiſh, or-live in Pajn and continyal-Tor-. 
ment-: /$o ntay therBbdy Polnick chuſe another Head-and Go- 
vernour in theirbowof its deſtruCtive One ; which hath been ' 
done. 'for many Ages, -and God 'hath wonderfulfſy concnrred 
therein (for the moſt part) with ſuch Judicial As of 
the Common-Wealrh againſt their Evil Princes; not -only 
profpering the-ſame, but by (giving thern commonly fome no- 
tableiSucteſfbt! in'Place of the Deprived, thereby both to juſti-' 
fp:the PaR; 'ahd:remedy @he' Fault 'of: him that went before, / 
Firſt, King Sax! was ſlain by the Philiſtines by Gods Appoint- / 
ment, for not fulfilling the Law and Limits preſcribed = 
| IM» 
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' him. - Av:pas, was lawful-King::alſoyc yet! was he: Lain, for 
"that. he' walked not, ur the:rw qe S : wed hy God, 
| 2 King. 21 and Daewd and 'Feſjabcwore imade Kings/in | their 
rooms, who were two moſt excellent: Princes. ;- Pe- 
'kabiab, and Pthab,' three wicked: and idolatrous' Kitigs of 7/- 
racl, were, by God's juſt Judgment, ſlain one after another. 
And all the Kings of 1/rael, who violated the Covenant and 
- Conditions annexed 'to their» Crowns, .ditl,:for the moſt part, 
loſe their Lives, and underwent ' the: x + «many; np of 
their Poſterities from the Crown. Rehoboham. ( tar.only) 
threatning to oppreds the Pepple, was'deſerted by them,” who 
choſe —_— his Servantin his ſtead, which was /approyed 
on by Bod. .*in 1o 124362: 1 cles 6701 349) ch970! 34ls 27 
If I ſhould inſtance all the Kivgs.over the Children of 1 
rael whom God permitted ( and: appainted:) to be flain, and 
thoſe that were carried away' Captive by ,the Heathens for 
their unjuſt Government; I ſhonld be too copious... But I 
will leave the Hebrews and give: you ſeveral: Examples of the 
depriving: of.| Evil Princes 'of . the Government, in France, 
Spain, Portugal, &c. and laſt of all in. Scotland and England; 
and of the Happineſs and Proſperity that did attend thoſe 


Kingdoms pn Acts, which can be imputed to. nothing 
but the Bleſling of Almighty God which attended thoſe-Pro- 
ceedings z and by conſequence. he approved thercof, . and does 
approve of ſuch Acts.. mv W.[3 4 


There has been two- great Changes made of. the Royal: 
Line in France ; the firſt from Pharamond to the Line of Pe- 
pin, the ſecond from: Pepin. to. Hugo Capet. | Childerick, the 
Third was deprived for his Evil Government, and Pepin 
was choſen King in his ſtead, whoſe Poſterity reigned for 
many Years after him, and were brave Kings,. as Hiſtory 
doth teſtify. | SAT 

Lewis the Third, and Charles firnamed Le-Greſs, were both 
deprived by the States of France for their ill Government, 
and ſuch who were thought more worthy, appointed in their 
ſtead. All French Hittories do attribute ca- theſe great 
Changes that have been made by the People, the Proſperity 


and Greatneſs of their preſent Kingdom. - Henry the” TR; 
efore 


- But foridepat Ir 
bis:Day,>was deprived-by-publick Act of. Parliament. If 1 
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before he was King of France; was choſen Ring-of Polonia : 


ut leave,” and not returning at 


wereto-mention all'the Acts of this Nature throughout Ex- 


-Yope; I ſhould be'roo' tedious, therefore 1. will mention only 
. ſome few. £15 ey | [ i4 


# 
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-n Spain,! Flaves Swintila was deprived for. his Evid Govern- 


—_—_ together with all/his Poſteriry, and Siſinando choſen in 
IiSroom. / #1 14 - CS » | 

Don Pedro, ſirtiamed the Cruel, for. his injurious Proceed- 
ings withhis SubjeCts, :they-reſolved: to' dethrone. him ; and 
to that intent ſent for a Baſtard Brother of his, named  Hen- 
ry, that lived in- Fratce;* defiring 'him+to. conie, with ſome 
French Men, to aſliſt them in that 'AR, and take the Crown 
upon. himſelf. -. Which he did, by the help.of the- Spaniards, 
and flew him in'Fight hand to hand, and'ſo enjoyed the 
Crown, as doth his Off- fpring to this Day. ' T his Herry.was 
a moſt Excellent King, as well for his Courage in War, as for 
his other brave Qualities. ' {arm 


In Rs Don Sanco the Second, was deprived, by the 


Univerſal Conſent” of all Portugal, and Don Alanſo his Bro- 
ther ſet up : Who, amoneg(t other great Exploits, was the 
firſt that ſet Portagal free from all Subjeftion, Dependance, 
and Homage to the Kingdom of Caſtile. And his Son, who 
was his: Succeſſor, :builded and founded above forty great 
Towns in Portugal : Who was likewiſe a moſt rare Prince,and 
his Of-ſpring ruleth there to this Day. 


Ciſterns, King of: Denmark, for his intolerable Cruelty, 
was deprived, and his Wife and three Children diſinherited, 
and bis Uncle Frederick, was choſen King 1n his ſtead, whoſe 
Off-ſpring remaineth in the Crown. 


In Scotland, the Nobility and Gentry, &c. took Arms. a- 
gainſt Durſius their 'King, for his 1ntolerable Cruelty, and 
flew him and his Confederates in-Battel, (and put by his Sons, 
leſt they ſhould imitate their Father's Vices) and elefted 


Even, 
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his Brotherz. King 3. who leaying a Baſtard San, the 
dom was £0 Breed, ed. on him. ;,. Crathy Cinthus having, ſur- 
prin and ſlain Donald for his Tyranny, he was unanimo 
lected King, , Erbus was, for; bis Evil Government, depri- 
ved, and Gregory: made King in his ſtead., Buchanan, a Scotg- _ 
man, ſpeaking of his Country, ſaith, That it was free from 
the begunning, created it ſelf Kings upon this very Law, that the 
Empire being conferred an them by the Sufrages 7 the Praple + if 
the Matter requiredit, they might take it away by the ſame Suffr a- 
es. . Of which Law many Footſteps have remained even 
to our Age. | 2 


"1vil end: this Karration with Exar out j Eng 
(before and ſince, the, Conque 6) SN is] GK njlng, 
£7, Sigibert King of the Weſt-Saxons , of iter, and Alnred 

ing of Northumberland, were all deprived of their Thrones 
Von their Evil Government, and ſuch who were ; Fhonght ; more 

ned rb referred in \xheix Stead. being depri- 
Garerumjenſe "98 gal was given tp 

ho was one he. rareſt Princes that 

bs Bok hatin _ both for AL *, War, Tuſtice, Pic- 

res Palour : . He. kept a Navy (faith Stow) of three thow- 

Pa and fix. pub Sh s, diſtributed in divers Parts for de- 
a of the Realm x, dh e built and reſtored forty ſeven Mond- 


Aa bis own Charg 


£ 

The Crown of En Ke hath been altered' by the Commu- 
and. ſettled op thoſe from whom they expected more 
hh an than 5 the bs go Heirs Yiitnels the Electing .and 
Cromping of of Edelwala and Caſthe} elian ;,, Egbert not next- in 
Hood, wap Pages ue Kern, Kite Eo Were all Ilegith- 

og > and oY Yaſs 
Cones a7Forei and, Hardiknute, without Title,: and 

Edwardthe C, ef. nagink { the Right Heirs. .., 

AT Ee Fon veſt,” Auno. EN Robert the Elder Brother 
3s put al are 4, the Lace of #illiam 


the Con Was "After w th,, Henry 

Firlt, mer HPC (thob h hal next Heir ) wxÞ 
ſen by the People, not ſummoned by Writ. After the Death 
of Henry the Firſt, Stephen was _ King againſt the right 
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of Mad, the Danghter of Henrythe Firft. © "After his Death 
Henry the ſecond was admitted King, ”. the Right of 
his Mother Maud. After theDeath of Richard the Firſt, King 
Fohn (Earl of Morton) was Elefted, and thur the Right 
Heir diſinherited. Henry the Third” was choſen againſt the 
Right of Eleanor Prince Arthur's Siſter. At the Death 
of Henry the Third, the States of the Kingdom-met and fer- 
led the Government, by appointing Officers, and. what elfe 
was neceſlary for the Defence of the Realm, and Edward the 
_—_ was ſet up by the People during the Life of Henry the 
ixth. | 
- Now it is plain, that the Kings and Queens. of Exlend, 
ever ſince William Rufus's Time, have ' proceeded from thoſe 
who were ſet up by, the People againſt the next Heirs. King 
Edward the Second,” Richard the Second, and Richard the 
Third, were, for not governing according to the Laws of 
the Land, deprived of ' the Government, and Edward the. 
Third; and'Hemy'the Fourth and Seventh, were preferred in 
their rooms, which were moſt Rare and Valiant Princes, who 
have done many Important Acts "in"this Kingdom, and. have 
raiſed many Families to Nobility, put down others, changed 
States both abroad and at home, altered the Courſe of Deſcent 
in the Blood Royal, and the like; which was unjuſt, and is 
id at this Day, if the Changes and Deprivations of the 
ormer Kings were unlawful, and conſequently all thoſe 
Princes that have ſucceeded them »( which yet never failed of 
a conſtant Lineal Deſcent) were Uſurpers 3 and thoſe- that 
do pretend to the Crown of Emgland at this Day, have no 
Title at all, (which was yet 'never denied) for that from 
thoſe Men they deſcended, who were. put 1n the place of the 
aforementioned, deprived by the Common-Wealth : And 
this is, and hath been the Cuſtom and Practice of all King- 
doms and Common-Wealths, to deprive their Princes for 
their Evil Government 3 and that God hath, and does concor 
with the ſame, is plain from the Examples before-mentioned, 
of the Proſperity and - Happineſs that hath attended thoſe 


Adtts. 
The 


- 
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#The Barons, Prelates; and Commons. took a- ſolemn Oath, 
That if King 'obn ſhould refuſe to grant and confirm theig 
Laws and Liberties,they would wage War againſt him {o long, 
and withdraw themſelves from their. Allegiance to him, un- 
til he ſhould confirm to them by a Charter, ratified with hig 
Seal, all things which they required : and that if the King 
ſhould afterwards-peradventure recede from his Qothy as 
they verily belieyed "he would, by reaſon of his double- 
dealing, they would forthwith, by ſeizing on his Caſtles, 
_d him to give Satisfaftion. He afterwards breaking. 
his Oath and Promiſe, the Barons faid, What ſhall we. do, 
ob this wicked King ?. if we let bim thus alone be will deſtroy na 
avd our People z it is expedient therefore that he ſhould be expelled. 
the Throne, we will him any longer to reign over ws : and, 
accordingly they ſent for - Lewis the Prince of France, to. be, 
their -King, and ſwore Fealty to. him, but they afterwards. 
diſcovering: that he had ſworn that he would oppreſs them,, 
and extirpate all their- Kindred, they :rejected him, and ſet 


vp Henry the Third. » 
«The: Biſhops of Hereferd, Lineo/n, and ſeveral Earls, Ba-, 
rons and Knights for each County, being deputed to. go to 
Edward 1I, and demand a Surrender of the Crown, ſaid to. 
him, That winleſs be did of himſelf renounce bis Crown and Scepter, 
the People would neither endure bim, or any of bis Children, as their 
— but diſclaiming oll Homage and. Fealty, would elect. 
ſome other far King who ſhould nat be of the Blood upon which 
the King reſi his Crown, &c, [By the common Uſage of 
Eng which is- the common Law of England, Kings may 
be deprived for evil Government, and others ſet up. 1n their 

ſtead, is plainfrom the-afore-going. W154 
5 Richard ' the Firſt being cates Priſoner - by the Emperor. 
in hisReturn from- the Holy Land, it was decreed, that the 
fourth part of all that Year's Rents,and of all the Moveables, as 
well of the Clergy as of the Laity, and all the Woolls of the 
Abbots of the Order.of Cifterſians. and of Semphringbam, and 
all the Gold-and Silver Chalices,and Treaſure of all Churches, 
ſhould' be paid in towards the'Ranſom of the King, which 
was done accordingly. If all this was given for the Liberty 
of 6ne Man ; certainly a—_ more ought to be given _ 
2 when 


a 
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whien all'our Liberties and Properties, and even our Religion 
too lies at ſtake, if- Neceſlity required:it, which God forbid. ' 


By the Law of 'Nature, os: Populi, the Welfare of the. 


People, is both the ſupream and firſt Law. in Government, 

and the ſcope and end of all other Laws, and of Government 

it ſelf; becauſe the Safety of the Body Politick:is ever to be 
ferred before any one Perſon whatſoevep-:-1;. 


No Human Law is binding which-is. — to the Scrip- | 


ture, 'or the general Laws of Nature. 


Religion doth not overthrow Nature, whoſe chiefeſt 


Principle is to preſerve her ſelf; and God doth not counte- 
a = in the greateſt, but rewards the rv witneſs 
Te Co 


The end fron which Men enter into Society, is not bare: 


ly to live, 'but to live happily, anſwerable to the Excellency 
of their Kind, which Happineſs is not to be had out of So- 
ciety. | 
All Common-wealths are in a State of Nature one with 
another. 


'As Magiſtrates were: deſigned for a general Good 3 ſo the 


Obligation to them muſt be underſtood ſo, as to be ſtill in 
Subordination to the -main End ;- for the reaſon. of all Law 
and Government is the Publick Good. 

Government 'being for the benefit: of. the Governed, and 
not for the ſole — of 'the Governours,:byt- only for 
theirs with the reſt, as' they make a part of. that Politick 
Body, each of whoſe Parts and Members are taken-care of, 
and directed. in their peculiar: Function for the. good of the 
whole, by the! Laws of the Society. - ; 

The end of- Government being the Preſervation of all as 
much as may -be,' even the Guilty are to be'ſpared where it 
can prove no prejudice to the Innocent. © 

© The publick Power of al} Society is above every. Soul 
* contained in the ſame Society's and the Principal uſe of 
* that Power is to give Laws'\unto all: that” are under. it, 
« which Laws' in fach caſes we muſt obeys unleſs there- be 
®* reafon ſhewed” which mayineceſſarily- inforce that the Law 
* of Reaſon or of God doth injoyn the contrary. Hookgr 
Bee Pol.l. 1. S. 10. 

« T.Ci- 
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& T-Oicero ſaith;' there--is*one Nature'of all Men; that® 
%xven' Nature'it ſelf preſcribes clits, that 2'Man ought” to 
& take care of a'Man whio' ever 'hebe, 'even'for this very / 
«cauſe, that he'is 4 Man. If 'otherwiſe,” all buman Conſo-* 
« ciation muſt neceſſarily 'be diſſolved; thetefore, as there” 
« zre two Fonndations of Juſtice : Firſt, that no hurt be 
&« done to any 3"hext, that the Profit of alt, if it can be 
«gone, be advaniced: we ets — +1 rpggeers 
*>'That all Magiſtates and Governours do procted from the 
People, is -plain-from the following Examples in 'Scripture ; 
Dext.16.18,19. the Children of I/raeb are commanded to make: 
Judges and "Officers throughout their Tribes. '' Dez. 17. 14, 
15'' Whew thou art come imto the' Land, &c- "and ſhalt ſay, I 
will ſet 'a King over me, like as all the Nations that are about ' 
me: Thou ſhalt in any wiſe ſet 'him King 'over thet, whom the' 
Lord thy God ſhall chooſe : One from among thy Brethren” ſhalt thou 
fet over thee , thou mayſt not ſet a Stranger over thee. So God. 
did only reſerve to himſelf th& Notnination' of their King ; 
by which he defigned to maKke' his People: more happy than 
they conld expett by their own peculiar Choice; te-knowing 
the Heart of Man, and Corruption of his Nature; - would- be/ 
ſure to nominate ſuch who was moſt fit to govern his 
People. | 0 & #0 OL ; 
-: God did. not require the Jews 'to accept-of him' for King 
whos he ſhould - chufe/-but eft jt 't6-'their'own free WAI! 
whether they would accept bit” or no, is plain from the' 
following Examples. -Upon the* Death of Saxt, David was 
ſet up'by the Appointment of - Almighty God, yet there'was 
only the Tribe of Judah that followed David and made hinm 
King, eleven Tribes following Iſhboſherh, SauPs Son, whom 
they imadeKing ;''ard though David had # torg War againſt 
the Houſe of Sal, yet he calls them \not Rebels, neither do 
we find that God puniſhed them, -or ſent any 'Judgment 
upon them for not accepting of David as King; and when 
Rechab and Banah” had flain '1ſbbofherth,” and Vought 'his 
Head to':David 'at Hebron,” ſaying} Behold the' Head: of thine 
Enemy! yet David; inſtead''of rewarding thertyy canfed-rheth 
to be ſlain for killing of hboſherh, whom he calls a righteous 
Perſon, not a Rebel: After whoſe Death'alf rhi6ſt" Tribes 
_ came 
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came td Devid, and; made a Compact with him for the per- 
formance of. ſuch Conditions which-they thought neceſſary for 
the ſecuring .of cheir Liberty before they- made bim King » 
2 Sam. Chap.2, 3, 4, 5- The making of Solomon King by Da- 
vid his Father, was not thought ſufficient without the Peoples 
Conſent, elſe why did the People anoint Solomon, and make 
him King the ſecond. time: | We xead, Jude. 8.21, 22, 23. 
that after Gideon had ſlain Zebab and Zalmwma.wich the Midia- 
gites, the Children of Iſrael ſaid unto Gideon, Rwle thou, over | 
w%, beth thou and thy Sons, and thy Sons Son alſo ;, for thou baſt de- 
bhvered ws. from the Hand of Midian. But he refuſing their Of 
fer; they afterwards 'made his Baſtard-Son Abimelech King, 
though he had threeſeore and ten-lawfully-begotren Sons. Zime. 
hiring ton Saga King of 1/rael,' reigned in his ſeed). but : 
the Children of 1ſrecl bearing thereof, rezeted him, and made! 
Ori the Captain of the Hoſt King of 1/rgel, 1 Kings 16, 15,16. 
The Kingdom of Edan appointed a Deputy to rule over them» 
inſtead of a King, and gave.bim Royal Authoricy, there being: 
then-no King in Edomy 1 Kings 224.75 See Macchab. 9. 28, 295 
30. &-13:-8, 9. & 14. 41 to 49. By which it is further _= 


cent that. their Kings and Governours were choſen by the 
le. - Mk. | | x . 
- As propinquity of Blood is a great Preheminence towards: 
the attaining, of any Crown, yet it-doth not bind: the Com- 
mon; wealth to yield thereto, and to admit at hap-hazard eve» 
ry one that is next by Succeſſion of Blood, (as was falſly-affirm- 
ed by R.: Leftrange and many others, when-the Parliament 
would haye dilſinherited the Duke of Tork as- unfit to goyern 
this Nation, he being a Papiſt) - if weighty Reaſons require 
the. contrary, becauſe-ſheis: bound to conſider well and mature»: 
ly the.Perſop that is to enter, whether he be like 'to perform. 
his Duty. and. Charge to be committed to him :/ For to admit 
him, that isan Enemy..or unfit to govern, is to conſent to the - 
deſtroying of the Common-wealth. See how God dealt in 
this point with the Children of Iſrael, 15am. 8, after he had 
granted to them: the ſame Government asthe,.other Nations 
Fund aboyt. them, bad, whoſe Kings did ordinarily reign by | 
ucceſſion as ours do at this day, and as moſt of the Kings of 
the, Jews did afferyards : yet-that this Law of ſucceeding by 
roxi- 
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Proximity. of Birtn, echvugh for 'the moſt part it ſhould 
vail, -yet He ſhewed plainly that upon j Pork might be 
altered, as in the caſe of Saw!, who left behind him may 
Children, yet not any of them ſucceeded him, except Iſbboſherh, 
who was not his eldeſt Son, who was anointed King by Abner 
the general Captain of that Nation, to whom eleven Tribes 
followed, until he was ſlain 3'and then they choſe David. And 
Jonathan, Saxl's other Son, ſo much praiſed in holy 
being ſlain in War, his Son Mephiboſheth did not ſucceed in the 
Crown, though by Succeſſion he had much greater Right to ir 
than David, promiſed David that his Seed ſhould reign 
(for ever ) after him—— Yet we do not find this performed ts 
any of- his elder Sons, nor to any of their Offspring, but goly 
to Solomon his younger-and tenth Son. RKehoboam, the lawful 
Son and Heir of King Solomon, coming to: Shicbem, where all 
the People of 1/raet were aſſembled together for his Coronati- 
on and admiſſion to the Crown, (for until that time he was 
not accounted true King). who refuſing to eaſe 'them 'of ſome 
heavy Impoſitions- which they had received from his Father 
ten Tribes of the twelve refuſe to admit him their King, and 
choſe Feroboam his Servant, and made him their lawful Kings 
and God allowed therevf; for when Rehoboam had prepared an 
hundred and fourſcore thouſand choſen Men, who were War- 
riours, to reduce thoſe ten Tribes to the Obedience of theix 
Natural Prince, God commanded them todefiſt by his Prophet 
Shemaiah, and ſo they did. Theſe and the like Determinations 
of the People about admitting or refuſing of Princes to reign 
or not to reign over them, when their Deiignments are to-good 
Ends, and juſt Cauſes, are allowed y God, and often- 
times are his own ſpecial Drifts and Difpoſitions, though they 
ſeem to come from Man. | 

He who is ſet up or made King by the Conſent of the Peo-. 
ple, hath a juſt Title againſt the next Heir of the Blood and 

is Iſve, who are put by the Crown; elfe moſt of the Princes 

now reigning in Ezrope would be Uſurpers, and want good 
Titles to their Crowns, they or their Anceſtors being ſer up 
by wy People, which were not the right Heirs of the Royal 
Stock. | | 

The Laws of the-Commonyealth is the very Soul of a Po- 
litick Body. Kings 
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_. Kings and Emperors always have been,; are, and .ought-to 
back to the Laws of their, Kingdoms 4 not above ow to 
violate. break or alter them at their pleaſures, they being ob- 
liged by their Coronation-Oaths, in all Ages and wm wack 
inviolably to obſerve them : for St. Pau! ſaith, APrince is the 
Miniſter of God for the Peoples Good, and Tribute and Cu- 
ſtom axe paid to-him, that he may continually attend thereto. 

- The Defence and Procuration of the Common- wealth. is 
to, be: managed to the benefit of thoſe who are. committed, 
not. of thoſe to whom it is committed. A juſt Governour for 
the benefit of the People, is more careful of the Publick Good 
and Welfare, than of his own private Advantage. ad 
.. Allegiance is nothjng;but, Obedience accor ng tÞ Law,which 
when the Prince violates, he has no Right to Obedience. 

; There is a mutual Obligation between the King and People, 
which whether it be only Civil'or Natural, tacit, or in expreſs 
. Words, can be, taken away. by no Agreements, , violated by 
no Law, reſcinded by no Force. , .;4 404 1 | 

'. AKingdom is nothing Elſe but the mytual Stipulation be- 
"tween the People and their Kings. . i # | 

\ The ſupream Authority, of a Nation belongs to thoſe who 
have the [exitiacive Authority reſerved to them,z but not to 
thoſe who, have only the Executive, which js. plainly;a Truſt 
puhemit is ſeparated from the Legilatyre Pare» and all Iruſts 

their Nature. import, That thoſe to. whom they are. given 

are accountable, though no ſuch Condition is ſpecified, -. 

If the Subje&t may in no caſe reſiſt, then there. can be no 
Law, but the Will and Pleaſure of the Prince ;, for whoever 
muſt be oppoſed in nothing, may do eyery thing, z, then all aur 
Laws ſignify no. more than ſo.many Cyphers: Ang! what arg 
the Law-makers but ſo many Fools or :Mad-men, who give 
themſelves trouble to no purpoſe ? For if the King, i« not:ob- 
liged to govern by thoſe Laws that they make, to what puge 
poſe are the People to-obey ſuch Laws? . my 
;.. Whether another hasRight to.my Goods, or, if he demand 
them, I have no Right to keep them, isall one... . 
- If-the King ſue me by prerence of Law, and endeayour to 
take away my Money, my Houſe or my Land, I may defend 

them by the Law ; but if he comes armed to take away my 
bo Liberty, 
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Liberty, Life and Religion, which are mine by the Laws of 
God and Man, may l not ſecure them with a good Conſcience? 

Every Man has a Right topreſerve himſelf, his Rights and 
Priviledges, againſt him who has no Authority to invade them : 
And this was the Caſe of Moſes, who ſeeing an Egyptian ſmit- 
ing an Hebrew.he {ſlew him. And Samſon made War upon the 
* Philiſtines for burning . his Wife and her Father, who were 
both bur private Perſons, who knew they could have no other 
kind of Juſtice againſt them, but what the Law of Nature 
gives every Man. 

We ought (ſaith ﬆ Learned Funizs Brutws in his Diſcourſe 
of Government) to conſider that all Princes are born Men, We 
cannot therefore expect to have only perfeft Princes, but ra- 
ther we ought to think it well with us if we have g1ined but 
indifferent ones : theretore the Prince ſhall not preſently be a 
Tyrant if he keep not meaſure in ſome things, if now and 
then he obey not Reaſon, if he more ſlowly ſeek the Publick 
Good, it he be leſs diligent in adminiſtring Juſtice. For ſee- 
ing a Man is not ſet over Men as if he were ſome God, as he 
is over,Beaſts, but as he is a Man born in the ſame Condition 
with them : as that Prince ſhall be proud, who will abuſe Men 
like Beaſts; ſo that People ſhall be unjuſt, who ſhall ſeck a 
God in a Prince, and a Divinity in this frail Nature. But 
truly if he ſhall wilfully ſubvert the Republick ; if he ſhall 
wilfully pervert the Laws; if he ſhall have no care of his 
Faith, none of his Promiſes, none of Juſtice, none of Piety ; 
if himſelt become an Enemy of his People, or ſhall uſe all or 
the chiefeſt Notes we have mentioned, then verily he may be 
judged a Tyrant, that is, an Enemy of God and Men: And 
by how much longer he is tolerated, the more intolerable he 
becomes, and they may act againit him whatever they may uſe 
againſt a Tyrant either by Law or juſt Force. Tyranny is 
not only a Crime, but the Head, and, as it were, the heap of 
all Crimes; therefore is he ſo much the more wicked than any 
Thief, Murtherer, or ſacrilegious Perſon, by how much ir is 
more grievous to offend many and all, than particular Perſons. 
Now if all theſe be reputed Enemies, if they be capitally pu- 
niſhcd. if they ſuffer pains of Death, can aay invent a Pu- 
niſhment worthy ſo horrid a Crime ? 

D The 
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The Laws are the Nerves and Sinews of Society; and as the 
Magiſtrate is above the People, ſo is the Law above the Magi- 
ſtrate, or elſe there can be no Civil Society. 

He who makes himſelf above all Law, is no Member of a 
Common-wealth, but a meer Tyrant. 

If a Magiſtrate, notwithſtanding all Laws made 'for the 
well-governing a Community, will aft plainly deſtructive to-. 
that Community, they are diſcharged either from Attive or 
Paſſive Obedience, and indiſpenſibly obliged by the Law of / 
Nature to Keſiſtance. 

Is it not reaſonable and juſt I ſhould have a right to deſtroy 
him who threatens me with Deſtruftion ? for by the Funda- 
mental Law of Nature, Man being to be preſerved as much as 
poſſible, when all cannot be preſerved, the Safety of the 1In- 
nocent is to be preferred; I ſay, he who having renounced his 
Reaſon, the common Rule and Meafure God hath given to 
Mankind, by endeayouring to deſtroy me, is thereby become 
as a Beaſt of Prey, and ovght to be treated accordingly. 

The Laws (ſays Tully) are above the Magiſtrates, as the Ma- 
giſtrates are above the People. 

He who is deſtructive to the Being of another, hath quitted 
theReaſon which God hath given to be the Rule betwixt Man 
and Man of Juſtice and Equity, hath put himſelf-into the 
State of War with the other, and is as noxious as any ſavage 
Beaſt that ſeeks his Veſtruction. 

No Man in Civil Society can be exempted from the Laws of 
it : for if therebe no Appeal on Earth, for Redreſsor Security 
againſt any Miſchief the Prince may do, then every Man in 
that Society is in a State of Nature with him, in reſpect of 
him. : 3 

Thucidides 1. 2. ſaith, © Not only thoſe are Tyrants who ' 
© reduce others into Servitude, but much rather thoſe, who 
& when they may repulſe that Violence, take no care to do itz 
& but eſpecially rhoſe who will be called the Defenders of 
& Greece and the Common Country, but yer help not their op- 
& prelled Coantry. 

If a Man may bea Wolf to a Man, nothing forbids but 
that a Man may be a God to a Man, as it is in the Proverb. 
Therefore Antiquity hath enrolled Zercxles amongſt the =— 

r 


(19) 
ber of the Gods, becanſe he puniſhed and tamed Procruftes, 
Byjyris, and other Trrants, the Peits of Mankind, and Mon- 
ſte:s of the \Vorld. So all» che Roman Empire, as long as it 
ſtood free, was often ca'i!cd the Patrocine agaiaſt the Robbe- 
ries of Tyrants, b<cauſe che Senate was tie Haven and Re- 
fuge of Kings, People and Nations. 

It is as Iawfut, and more reaſouable, to preyent the over- 
throw:ng of our Rel gion, Laws, Rights and Priviledges, 
fro any Min cr Mer wh:t{vever amonglit our ſelves, as from 
a forcign Power ; b-auſe one afts contrary to the Laws of 
God and the Country, and the other being not ſubject to the 
Laws of the Country, can be no ways bound by ir. 

It was thought no Injuſtice in the Ship to caſt out the Pro- 
phet, when they found he was likely to prove the Wrack of 
them all; and the Almighty ſhewed he approved of their Act, 
by quicting the Storm when he was gone. The Scripture, that 
hath ſet us none but good Examples, tells us, That ſome Prin- 
ces ſhould not have one of their Race left that piſſeth againſt 
the Wall: Now what were their Faults but Idolatry and Op- 
preſſion of their People ? Then how can it be a Sin in a Nation 
to free themſelves from an idolatrous and oppreſling King ? 
When it is done by the greateſt and moſt conſiderable part 
thereof, it does filently imply a Conſent of God ; for it can- 
not be Covetouſneſs or Ambition that moves ſach a Moltitude. 

When once the Chriſtian Religion is become a part of the 
Subjects Property by the Laws and Conſtitutions of the Coun- 
try, then it 1s to be conlidered as one of their principal Rights : 
and ſo may be defended as well as any other Civil Right ; ſince 
that thoſe different Forms of Government that the Jews 
were under, is no Rule for the Government of any Nation or 
People whatſoever. 

The Principles of Natural Religion give thoſe who are in 
Authority, no Power at all, but only ſzcure them in the Pof- 
ſeſſion of that which'is theirs by the Laws'of the Country. 

That Cauſe is juſt which defends the Laws, which proteQts 
the common Gond, which ſhall preſerve the Realm: And that 
Cauſe is unjuſt which violates the Laws, defends the Breakers 
of the Laws, protects the Subverters of the Country. That 


is juſt which will deſtroy Tyrannical Goyernment ; that u"). [E 
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which would aboliſh juſt Government ; that lawful which 
tends to the Publick Good, that unlawful which tends to 
the Private. 

But alas, that Bug-bear Dagon of Paſſive Obedience, is a 
Notion crept into the World, and moſt zealouſly, and per- 
haps as ignorantly defended : Here all our Laws and Decrees, 
by which we are governed, are of the Peoples Choice 3 firſt 
made by the Subject, and then confirmed by the King. Here 
a King cannot take our Sons and Daughters, our Fields and 
Vineyards away, unleſs we pleaſe to give him them. 

Where was the Doftrine of Paſſive Obedience, when Eliſha 
prayed for Blindneſs to come upon thoſe who were ſent by 
the King of Syria to fetch him ? And when he commanded 
the Door to be ſhut, and the Meſſenger to be held faſt who 
was ſent for his Head by the King of Iſrael ? And when Aza- 
riah, with fourſcore valiant Prieſts, thruſt out Vzz4iah, their 
lawful King, out, of the Temple ? And when Elyah deſtroy- 
ed the two Captains with Fire from Heaven, with the hun- 
dred Men under their Command, who were ſent at twice, 
by King Abazzah, to fetch him? And when the Children of 
Iſrael ſlew Amaſiah, their lawful King, for his Idolatry, with- 
out any appointment in Scripture, or prophecy of his Down= 
fal ? and yet that is no where called Rebellion, neither were 
they puniſhed by his Son, whom they had made King in his 
Father's ſtead. And when Mattathias flew the King's Com- 
millioner, for compelling Men to Idolatry ? And when Mar- 
tathias and his Friends pulled down the Altars which were a- 
dapted to Idols, 1 acc. 2. 25, 45. 

Where was the Doftrineof Paſſive Obedience when the Edomites 
revolted from Fehoram, and made themſelves a King ? And 
Libnah did alſo revolt, becauſe of his Evil Government, 
2 Chron, 21. without any appointment, or foretelling of thcir 
Revolt by God in Scripture, or being. call-d_ Rebels. And 
when Saul's Subjects ſwore that Saul ſhould not kill Fornathar ; 
and they reſcued him that he died not ? 4 Sam. 14. 45. And 
when David ( though a private Man) armed. himleif with 
ſix hundred Men, no doubt but he deſigned to have fought 
Saul and his Army, if the Men of Kelz:ah would have alli- 
ſted him, and have been true to him ; when he enquired. of 
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the Lord, Whether the Men of Xeljab would deliver him and 
his Men into the Hands of Saul? upon the Lord's anſwering, . 
They would deliver them 6p, he and his. Men departed - the. 
City, 1 Sam. 23. Can any Man imagine their meaning was 
to run up and down the Country together, and fly 'before 
Saul and his Army, if they had heen able to cope with any 
Number he could bring or ſend againſt them ? If Reſiſtance 
was Unlawful, and a Sin, ſurely David, a Man after God's 
own Heart,would have knownit ; and then he would not have 
involved the fix hundred Men that came to his Aſſiſtance in 
the Sin of Rebellion, but have told them, that the Prince 
was not to be reſiſted, though never ſo great a Tyrant. 
Where was the Dottrine of Paſſive Obedience, when Conſtan- © 
—tize the Great aided the. oppreſſed Chriſtians and Romans, 
againſt the Tyranny and Perſecution df the Emperors, Max- 
entins and Maximinins, with Force of Arms, with which he. 
conquered thoſe Perſccutors in ſeyeral Battels, fought againſt 
them at the Chriſtians earneſt Importunity.? And when the 
Primitive Chriſtians reſiſted Laucimm their Emperor, for perſe- 
cuting them contrary to Law z and Conſtantine the Great join- 
ed with them, who beld it bis Duty, ſaith Euſebins, to deliver 
an infinite multitude of Men, by cutting off a few wicked Ones, as 
the Peſts and Plagues of the Time. And when the Primitive 
Chriſtians of Conf anrineple oppoſed Aſper's being made Empe- 
ror.; but Leo being named, they conſented thereto. And 
when the Chriſtians, under the King of Perſia, reſiſted him. 
for perſecuting them, and was aſliſted by Theodoſins the Ro- 
man Emperor, who told the King of Perſia, He was ready to 
defend them, and no ways to ſee them ſuffer for = 4g ? And 
when the Chriſtians of Armenia the Greater, made a League 
with the Romans for the ſecuring, of their Perſons and their 
Religion, againſt the Perſians under whom they lived ? And 
when the Novarians, aſliſted by the Orthodox, reſiſted and beat 
the Macedonians, thovgh they were aſſiſted by Conſtantizs the 
Emperor, with four thouſand Men to drive ther from Paph- 
lagonia ? And when the Primitive Chriſtians deſtroyed 7li- « 
an's Idolatrous Temple in his Reign ? | 
Where was the Doftrine of Paſſive Obedience, when the. Lu- 
theran Churches defended themſelves againſt. the _—_—_ 
*harles 
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Charles the Fifth ? And when the Proteſtants of Auſtria took 
up Arms, ' Anno 1608, againſt Matrbiu King of Hungaria, for 
denying them the free Exerciſe of their Religion ? And when 
Queen Elizabeth afliſted the Hollanders againſt their lawful 
Soveraign? And when ſhe aſſiſted the Proteſtants of France, 
againſt their lawtul Soveraigns Charles the Ninth, and Herry 
the Third ? And when King Charles the Firſt, and the Bi- 
ſhops and Clergy of England aſſiſted the Proteſtants of 
Frante ? And wheu the Proteſtant Princes of Germany invited 
Guſtavus Adolphus, King of Sweeden, to come into Germany to 
aſſt the Proteſtants againſt their lawful Prince for perſecu- 
ting them ? And when the Proteſtants joined with him upon 
his Arrival ? And when King Charles the Firſt alliſted them 
with Men from England? So that, according to this Chriſtian 
Do&trine of Paſſive Obedience, Queen Elizaberh, and Kin 
Charles the Firſt, with the Biſhops and Clergy of England, = 
ſeveral other Princes and States, have been guilty of St. Pauls 
Damnation ; for they that are a'ding and aſſiſting to Rebels, 
are as guilty as thoſe that are aQually in it. 

Lucifer Calaritames, a farnous Chriftian, wrote a Book a- 
gainft Conſtantizs the Emperor, which he ſent him to read ; 
wherein he calls him, and his [dolatrons Biſhops, Blaſphemers z 
and charges him with inviting the Chriſtians to Idolatry, and 
tells him, he onght to be put to Death for fo doing, by the Com- 
mand of God, in Dent. 13. where God ſays, That he that 
( but )- intices ſecretly ro Idolatry, ſhall ' be put to death, And 
this was approved on. by the great Biſhop Athanafis, and 
thoſe Chriſtians that were with him, who calls it, The Light 
of Truth, the Dottrine of the True Faith : How came you ( lays 
he to'Calaritanms) to underſtand the Senſe and Meaning of the 
. Scripture ſo perfettly, if the Holy Ghoſt had not aſſiſted you in 
#? Now [| would fain know, whether he that is aiding and 
aſſiſting towards the bringing in of Idolatry, (as the Popiſh 
Religion is) is not as worthy of Death, as he that only 
inticeth to Idolatry ? And this is the Caſe of many who 
e21l themſelves of the Church of England, who are for the 
Reſtoration of King Fames, and by conſequence of Idolatry. 

Surely if God had commanded the Yoke of SubjcCtion to 


the Tyrannical Will of Princes, 'tis ſtrange that neither the 
Prophets, 
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yrophets, Eliſha and Elijah, nor Atriah, nor David with 
his Followers, nor the Jews under their Kings, nor the Pri- 
mitive Chriſtians after their Religion was eſtabliſhed by Laws, 
nor any of the Reformed Churches, ſhould not have known this 
Doctrine of Paſſive Obedience. 

In the Barons Wars, under Smor of Monfort,' the King and 
his Sons were taken Priſoners ; but the Prince eſaping, | hes 
Simon and kills him : The Hiſtorians of thoſe Times calls him 
not a Rebel or a Traytor, but a Martyr for the Liberties of 
Church and State. . 

If Reſiſtance be unlawful upon any Account: whatſoever, 
then were all thoſe People guilty of Rebellion, who in all 
Apes have relifted or turned out their Evil and DeſtruQive: 
Kings and Governours ; and then the Jews'were guilty of this: 
Sin, for ſlaying and turning out ſeveral of their Kings, with- 
out any appointment from God in Scripture. $0 likewiſe the 
Primitive Chriſtians did involve themſelves under the'Guilt 
of St. Paul's Damnation, for reſiſting of their Kings and Em-- 
pzrors ; and likewiſe the Chriſtians in all Ages ſince, who have 
reſiſted their Princes by turning them ont, &c. And then 
Biſhop Athanaſins, ( Author of our Creed) and thoſe Chri- 
ſtians with him, did aiſo come under the Guilt of St. Paul's 
Damnation, for approving of Calaritanw's Book, which, ac- 
cording to the Doctrine of Paſſive Obedience, was a Treaſona- 
ble and Rebellious Book ; for the Incendiaries to Rebellion, 
are as guilty as they that are aCtually in it. And then all thoſe 
Princes that have beea ſet up by the People, in the room of 
thoſe'whom they have turned out, (for their Evil Govern- 
ment) were Uſurpers ; and conſequently all thoſe who . have 
ſucceeded them. where the Deſcent 'of the Blood is altered, 
are intruders, Uſurpers, and no lawful Kings. 

Were the Dodrine of Paſſive Obedience, without reſerve, a® 
True Doctrine, no doubt but we ſhould have had a better Ac- 
count thereof than from a few Court-Divines, who have moſt 
learnedly interpreted the Will and Pleaſure of the Prince a- 
gainft the Laws of Nature, or of the Country, .to be the 
Powers which St. Pax! requires Obedience unto, under the 

in of Damnation. So by conſequence the Law ceaſeth to 

e the Powers; then we are in a worſe condition than in the 
State of Nature. \\ ith 
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With what: Face/can any Man aſſert that Paſſive Obedience, 
without reſerve, is the DoCtrine of the Goſpel ? which is 
charging God with as palpable a Contradiftion as any two 
things can be, it being diametrically oppoſite to the Law of 
Self-preſervation, which is che Law of Nature, and the De- 
cree of; the Almighty, which Law is Sacred, and not to be 
infringed by any Man. 

God never commanded any thing contrary to the Law of 
Nature, unleſs it wer-: in the Caſe of Abrabam in command- 
ing of him (as a tryal of his Faith) to otfer up his Son 1ſaac. 

Protection is the only cauſe of Allegiance and Obedience, is 
plain, from the Example of David and his fix hundred Men, 
who were protected from San! and his Army, by Achiſh King 
of the Philiftines, who gave them Ziklag to live in, and 
David and his Men fought for the Philiſtines againſt 
the Geſburites, Gezrites and the Amalekites, and ſubdu- 
ed them. David owed no Allegiance to Saxl, who ſought 
his deſtruCtion, is plain z for when Achiſh told David that 
he and his. Men ſhould go with him to fight againit the 
Children of Iſrael; David offered his ſervice, and ſaid to 
Achiſh, Surely thon ſhalt know what thy Servant can do, Then 
Achiſh ſaid unto David, Therefore I will make thee keeper of my 
Head for ever, - So David and his Men went in the rear of 
the Army ; and when-the Lords of the Philsſtines would not 
let David and his Men fight for them, ._ leſt they ſhould betray 
them into the hands of Sau! and his Army, then David ex- 
poſtulated with Achiſh, and ſaid, What. have 1 dene? and 
what haſt thou found in thy Servant, ſo long as I have been with 
thee unto thu day, that I may not go fight againſt the Enemies of 
my Lord the King ? 1 Sam. Chap. 27,28,29. This is a plain 
caſe, that David intended to fight Saul and his Army. Now 
the Intention of the Mind is as bad as the Aft; and yet it is 
no waysfaid, that David repented thereof, or of his arming 
the ſix hundred Men ( before mentioned ) with deſign to fight 
his lawful Soveraign King Saul. 

The Primitive Chriſtians took Protection to be the only 
cauſe of Allegiance : For when Fl:an the Apoſtate was cho- 
ſen Emperor of the Romans, ( not by the free Conſent of the 
People, but ) by the Souldiers, during the Life of Conſtantine 
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the lawful Poſſeſſor of the Throne. 'The Chriſtians did 'not 
reckon themſelves obliged to fight for Conſtantia againſt Ju- 
Han ;, for they troubled not their Heads:with the Rights of 
Princes. | FERN ng W353 

Aguſtws,tho he had violently nfurped the Throne, yet he was 

confirmed in it by the People and Senat& of Rome, who e- 

Nabliſhed it in his Family by a long Preſcription, when' St. 
PauPs and St. Peter's Epiſtles were wrote, of Obedience to 
the Laws to Kings and Magiſtrates : ſo that we ſee that Obe- 
dience was required to an Uſurper under the pain of Damna- 
tion, when the Government was confirmed to him by the 
People, that is, by the Majority, for it cannot be thought 
that every Body conſented thereto. L412 
-. Apolomus Thyanens, writing tothe Emperor Domitzan, ſaith, 
T beſt things have I ſpoken concerning Laws ;*mhich if 'thou ſhale 
not think to reign over thee, then thy ſelf ſhalt not resgn. 

In Matrimony, which is the neareſt and ſtrifteſt Obligation 
of all others, by which thoſe who were two, are made one 
Flefh, if one Party forſakes the other, the Apoſtle pronoun- 
reth the Party forſaked to be free from all Obligation, becauſe 
the Party deſerting violates the chief Conditions of Marri- 
age, &c. 1 Cor. 7.15. And ſhall not the People be much more 
abſalved from their Altegiance to that King who has violated 
his Oath, and the Laws of the Land, the very cauſe for which 
they ſwear Allegianceto him ? 312d | 

- Abſolute Monarchy is inconſiſtent with Civil Society ; and 
therefore can be no Form of Civil Government, which is to 
remedy the Inconveniencies of the State of Nature. 

No Man, or Society of Men, have Power to deliver up 
their Preſervation, or the Means. of it, to the abſolute Will of 
any Man and they will have ' always a right. to preſerve 
what they have not Power to part with. . | 

No Power can exempt Princes from the Obligation, to 
the Eternal Laws of God and Nature. 

As no Body can transfer to another more Power than he has 
in himſelf, and no Body. has an Abſolute Arbitrary Power over 
himſelf, or oyer any other, to deſtroy his own Life, or take 
away the Life and Property of another ; therefore a Man can- 
not give ſuch Authority to any, or ſubject himſelf to the Ar- 
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bitrary Power of another : for the Law of Nature js an Eger- 
nal Rule to all. Men, whoſe -Actions muſt be conformable to 
that Law, which isthe- Will of God., For the Fundamentgl 
Law of Nature being the Preſervation of Mankind, no ha- 
man Law canbe good or valid agaioſt itz and much tefs the 
Wil and Pleaſure of a Prince-againſt the Law and Cuſtom of 
the Country,which.thall be prejudicial to the Subject, 

. As the-Happine&s: and Profperity of, Kingdoms depend 
upon the Confervation of their: Laws: i” the Laws depend 


- upon the' Luſt of one' Man, would not the Kingdom fall to 


ruin ina ſhort ſpace? But the Laws are better and greater 
than Kings, who are. bound to obey them. Then is it not 
better to obey the Laws,. rather; than the King? Who can 
obey. the King violatifig the Law: ? Who will or can refuſe 
to give. Ald to'the Law when infringed ? | 

It is impoſlible- ary 'Body' in a Society Mould have a right 
to do the Community harm, bas 0: 5 
_- A Kings and Princes are, and ought to be: bound. by: the 
Laws, and are; not exempted from them, and this Noarine 
onght to be inculcated into the Minds of Princes from: their 
Infancy. -. . ul ads « a0T 

pn, Prince be either from God, or from Men, yet 
to think that the World was created by God, 'abd jo ir 
Men; that they firould. ferve only for, the benefit and: uſe 
of Princes, is an Abſurdity as grofsias can; be ſpokes.q! fronds 
God hath mate. vs; free and. equal.:. But Princes weoe or- 
dained only for the Peoples benefit, that fo they might -in« 
nocently preſerve Human and Civ Society with greater 
Facility, . helping one the other with mwtual y/ 


_ Ini all Difputes beroneen Poweriand -Etberty,, Power niuft - 


2Iways be-proved, but Liberty-proves it felt ;/ the one being 
founded upon poſitive 'Law, :the other upon the Law of 
Nature. > Þ':, 

With what Ignorance do ſome aſſert, that Adam was an 
Abſolute Monarch, and that Paternal Anthortty is an Abſo- 
lore Authority ? for that. the Father of a Family governs by 
no ather Law than by. bis 'owo: Wil; and the Father 5.nat 
to be reſiſted by his Child ? and that Adis had a Monarchi- 
cal, Abſolute, Supream, Paternal Power ? and thatall Sinp- 
| Y 
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' Authority is a Fatherly Avthority, and therefore irred- 
Litle? pi that Then can bind the King, or atinut rhis 
Authority ? | ” we 7191 71G TON 190 

How could Adam be an. Abſolute Monarch, when God 
gave him the Herbs but in common with the Beaſts ? Ger. 1. 
299 30. Can it be riooghr har God pave him an Abſolute 
Avtharity of Life” and Death oyer 'Man, who had por Av- 
thority, to kill any Beaſt to ſatisfy his Hunger Þ certaibly” he 
had no Abſolute inion over even the Bratal'patt of the 
Creatotres (much leſs over Man ) who could not make that 
uſe of them as was permitted to Noab and his Sons, Ger. 9.3. 
where God ſays, Every moving thing that keveth ſhall: be* meat 
for you |, even, asthe green Herbs, have 7 grven you alt things.” '1s 
It not as reaſonable to believe, that would have ctrfed 
"Adam if he had killed his Son Abel, as Cain for killing him ? 
Cain was very ſenſible every one had, by the Law of Nature, 


@ Tight to kill him for” bein " of Bl when he ſaid, 
pad that Pun ws Rene Wim, Gen. 4: 754 God'made 
no exerhption to rhe grea 


gull 
| de Man living who ſhonld be 
guilty of intiocent Blood, when he fail; He that fhedderh 
Mans Blood,. by Man. ſhall his Blood oof Gen. 9. 6. net- 
ther Noah or his Sons. were exempted from*this great Law; 
and therefore could have no abſolute Authority”: ſnice God 
has no where giyen any Man ſuch' Authority, there can” be 
no ſuch Authority; for the Cominuhity cannot make them- 
ſelves Slaves by inveſting ſach an Authority mn any” Man : 
Tyald they do.it, it.is. not binding, it being againſt the Law 
of :Nature, Wes : | 

If "Noah was Heir to' Adam (I as) which of Noah's Sors 
was Heir, to him? for if by Right it deſcended 'ro' aff his 
Sans, then it muſt have deſcended to all their Sons, ant 
on; if ſo, then are all Men become equal and independent, 
as being the Off-ſpring of Adam arid Noah © If it' deſcended 
only to; the eldeſt, .and ſo on, then, there can be, but one 
lawful Monarch io the World,” and who! thar is, is impoſfible 
to; be, favind out”; ſo that Paternat Monarchical Authority, 
take it, which way you will, it comes tb juſt nothing _ at all. 
_ Where, human Inſtitution gives it nor, the Firſt-born has no 
right at all above his Brethren, : 
. , No Man has an abfolate Authority over the © Creatures 

E 2 (much 


his Good ). which us no Fatherly Act; 


.tacitly conſent 5, 6.9f 


.his own, Blogd as well. as 


| (&) 
(muchlefover Manking) becauſe they; were.giyen. (for the y 
of al Men), as-occaſion | Houdd Favs 5 Hhould 20 Mar or M 
1 leaſy | 


deſtroy them for their Will an re, beyond- what" is ng- 
cefſary for the uſe of Man, ;cr; for. his Preſervation, it wo 
be a Sin, and therefore could be no Authority 3 for God ay- 


thorizes no Manto commit-a Sin,.tho he often, permits it. 


© The Law of, God apd Nzzure. giyes the Fathet no abſolafe 
_ Dominion over the, Life, Li i or 
al 


Eltate of his. Chitd, at 
Ma 


therefore: he can have no abſolute Authority ;. and 


.there is no abſolute Authority, there can be no abſolute Sub- 
jetion due. There is an eternal Obligation on Parents' to 
.nouriſh,' preſerve, and bring yp, their Of-ſpring,' and under 
.theſe., Circomitances. Obedience..is dye, and not otherwilC. 


What is a Father to a Child more than another Perſon,” when 
he endeavours to deſtroy him'? Nay, is he not {ſo much the 
more odious as the.Act is more barbarons, fora Father to ett- 
deavour to deſtgoy his own Off-ipring, than for another Per- 


ſon endeavoyring It certainly. in ſuch a caſe no Paſſive 'O- 
| ye, it _tgn 


dience.c 


. to. his Deſtru&tion (not for 
7 [oy rhe its to be 
ſubmitted tos, «t% 3%, B. ..5 | "TA \ 
_. He that lets afly Perſon bs Liſt er ry huh, When it is . 
in his power. to.,preſerv6 his Life by defending himſelf, does 
his power. £0,,preſe Ty Death ad here ply os 
; x 5 0 FA; thet effipys 0 reas b 
defending himſelf, there,.can be but one guilty of Blood, 
(which is. the: Invader ) in,;which Defence, if he kills the 
other, his Blood lies at his own door : By which it follows, 
that Paſſive, Obedience,to | unjuſt. Violence is a. Sin, but 
reſiſting, ſuch Violence; is, no Sin, but the Duty of every Man. 
'The firſt, Duty that, 1 owe is to God, the ſecond tomy ſelf 
in preſerving my: ſelf, &'c. the third to my Parent and So- 
veraign, in obeying them-ip all things reaſonable and law- 


*  - (By all: the Precepts in- Scripture which require 'Obedienc 
to Farens, GEES ang. Obedience is 'as due to the'one'as Bi 
the other ; for *tis nowhere ſaid, Children obey;your”Fa- 
ther, and no more; the Mother is menfioned before the Fa- 
ther in Lev. 19. 3. "Te ſhall fear every Man his Mother, and 
bis Fatker. Sure Solompn_was not ignorant what belonged 


*t0 


6am reemmdenl . _. o 


[1 
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to him-as a Kings or: @ Fathers, when -he ſaid; Ady Son; bear 
ihe; Infirut4ons:.of thy F atbers/: and. forſakg. net. the . Law £49 
Aother : And,our. Saviour ſays,, Math." 15. 4, Honour thy F a; 
ther and Mother. And Epheſ.6.1. Children,obey your Parents,&c. 
If Paternal. Authority be an abſolute Authority, 1 ask, Whe, 
ther it be 1jn the eldeſt; of, the Family ?- -if, Þ, (hether. 
Grandfather can diſpenſe with his, Grand-Child's paying the 
Honour-due to his Parents by the 6 h, Commandment ? *Tis 
evident in common Senſe, the, Grandfather cannot diſcharge 
the Grand-Child- from the Obedience due to his Parents, 
neither can a Father diſpenſe with his Child's Obedience due 
to the Laws of the Land ; therefore the Obedience. required 
to Parents in Scripture is not. to. an 'abſolute Authority, for 
there can be no abſolute Authority where there is an Autho. 
rity above.it.. | 

Wirth what Folly and Ignorance do ſome aſſert, That the 
Kings of England are- Abſolute, as proceeding from William 
the: Conqueror ? To which-I anſwer, That a Conqueror 
has. no right- of, Dominion .( much leſs any Abſolute Autho- 
rity), over the Wife and .Children of the Conquered, or over 
thoſe who alliſted not againſt him. : 
. - Conqueſt may. claim ſuch a Right as Thieves uſe over 
thoſe! whom they can maſter, which is a Right. of. Tenure, 
but. no: Tenure of Right, x76: y 
;-;Canqueſt ,may reſtore a. Right, Forfeiture may. loſe -a 
Right, but *ris Conſent- only that can tranſa&t or give. a 
Right... | 79 9 | | 
hore is no other. Abſolute Power, than over Captiyes 
taken in a juſt War. , - , IM 11's 32 partt 
.r:If. the Poſſeſſion of thewhole Earth was in one Perſon, yet. 
he would; have.no Power over. the Life or Liberty of ,another, 
or over that which another gets by his own Induſtry, for 
Propriety in Land gives no.Man Authority over another. 

William the Conqueror made .a League or Compact, with 
the Nobles and Lords of the Land, to the, performayce of 
which, he takes an Oath. to. obſerve the ancient Laws of the 
Realm, eſtablifhgd by his Predeceſlors the Kings of England, 
and eſpecially; of .Edmard the Confefſor ;, as likewiſe did. 
Henry the Fixit, with the Emendations his Father had made 
to-them., Stephen, who ſucceeded Henry, made a Compact, and 
?81* . PLomI+ 
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pn a od on 
Conſent of the »People by procſing/to' rant "them their 
oſhal Laws, and ancient Cuſtoms. Hoy the Firſt, Ricbavd 
the Firſt, King Joby, and Richard the Second; oblige them- 
ſelves at theix Coronations to grant them,' and then the Peo- 
ple conſehted to own them as their King ; 'and Ricberdthe 

eſt, and King Fobn wete conjured by 'the Arch-biſhops' not 
to take 'vpon them the Crown, unleſs they intended torper- 
form their Oaths. 1f any King refuſed fo to do, the Nobles 
thought it their Concern to hinder his Coronation, till he 
had either made or promiſed this Engagement. 

- What can be more abfard than to ſay, That there is an 
abſolute Subjeftion dve to a Prince, whom the Laws of God, 
Nature and the Country, have not given ſach —_— ? us 
if Men were made as ſo many Herds of Cattel, only for the 
Ute, Service and Pleaſure of- their Princes. 

But ſorne do 60s That the 'anomting of Kings at their 
CoronationsMHakes their Perſons Sacred, Unqueſtionable and 
Irrefiſtable, for any Tyrannical or Exorbitant'Attions what- 
ſoever.. To which I anſwer, That every Chriſtian's Bap- 
tiſm is a'Sacratnent of Chriſt's 1:ftitution , a Spiritual Un- 
dion and Sanftification which makes a Pgrfon as ſacred, 
more holy than the Anointing of Kings -can -or doth of it 


' ſelf, (that being no Sacrament) a Truth-which'no Chriſtian 


can, without Blaſphemy, _ : And yet no Chriſtians ex- 
empted from Reſifance, Cenſure, or Puniſhments, according 
to the-nature of his Crime ; and -therefore fhe Anointing of 
Kings at their Coronations- cannot Ws it 'beirig 'a Cere- 
mony of” the Jews, not inſtituted by'Chriſt,” or any ways com- 
manded to be'continued by the Apoſtles, or their Succeſſors z 


it fignifying only the chuſing or preferring one before ano- 


ther, and fo became the Ceremony of conſecrating to ahy 


- Office, and. fo was ordinarily uſed in the enſtallifi 


en to Offices of '4ty Eminency.. 7 

The Reigh 'of a good King reſembles that of Heaven, 
over whith there is bot one God, for he is no leſs beloved of 
the Vertuous than feared of the Bad ; and if human Frailty 
could admit a Sncceſſion of good Kings, there were no com- 
pariſon, Power being ever more glorious In one, than when 
it is divided, "Tis 
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" "Tis not the Title of a ng. both Power ( which is the 
Laws) which is inveſted in n, wn makes the difference 
betwixt him and other Men in the «xecuting of this Power 

his Perſon is ſacred, and not to be reſiſted, he being a 


- 


= 
- 


bove 


- every Soul contained in-the ſame Society, and therefore cans. 


not be reſiſted, or deprived of his Office by any part, ar by 
the abole Community, without tho greatslt Sin of Rot 


ang Ibjuſtice imaginable. | ah 

if a Government ( ſay ſome) may be difturbed for any 
unlawful Proceedings of the Governour, or his Miniſters, how 
caa any Government be ſafe ? To which 1 anſwer, That it 
is not lawful for every private Man to fly into the Boſom of 
his Prince, for "h& is nv competent Judg; be he-of never fo 
great 2 Quality ; elſe a King was the moſt miſerable Man li- 
ving, lying at the Mercy He deſperate Fellow*% Cenſurg. 

It is impoſſible for oneMr a few oppreſſed Men, to es 
the Government, where the Body of the People do not think 
themſelves concerned in it, and thaz the Conſequences ſeem 


not to threaten all ; yea when it does, yet--the People-are- not 
very forward” to diſturb the Government's as i King Charles 


the Secqnd's . time,, when the Charters mm Toblenoct, ape 
ſeized upon In order to TING and t s per- 


yerted to the loſs of many in Lives, and many 
6ns.to0 many to unfert, and yet no 
diſturb the Gorecament þ ay; 4M! the Mill 
Ol then coly, ail tte Pph e Rapritecons 
ANG ONLF, WIL FE 3'COPIE.DE LOT TISRTINS 

Whaſoever, either Ruler or Subjedt,. by Force goes about 
to invade the Rights of cither Prince or People, and lays the 
Foundation for, overtarning the Conftitution 4:15 mod 
any- joft Goverhtnert, he is guilty of the greateſt. ,1 
think, a Man is capable of, being to anfwer for all thoſe Mif- 
chiefs of Blood, Rapine and Defolation, which the breaking 
to pieces of Governments brings on a Country z. and ke who- 
does it, is jultly to be eſteemed the Common Enemy and Peſt 
of Mankind, and is {6 to be treated accordingly ; and how 
far the late King James was guilty of this, 1 leave the World 


to judg, FINIS 


:aS- 3 2 iti 4 I 
"The Guthor's aerifimin, G19! 3765: 
DIES 7 .M 441 2Ul 

UST/$$1 had Gwiſhc2 this Book I received a Replyto my for- - 
'Þ mer, pk; - which 1 thought ro have Anſivered 3” but finding 
the A) -pUmentsito be Frivolous and Weak, aud my:neceſlary Avo- 
cafioiy «aMowing/te but little time; therefore 1 forbore anſiver- 
o0S A Moat. WS | | 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 5 3-4ig 
by 
T*: Doarine of Paſſive obedience, —_ -Divino diſproved. Price 14, 


The Letter which was ſent to the Author of the DoArine of Paſſive Obta 
dience and ure Divino diſproved, &c. Anſivered and Refuted, 

Wherein 1s proved, 

That Monarchy. was not Orjginally from GOD, Ns v0 


| OEANSIETE Pres Appointment, but. char all Gaxernment, pea 


rs the Obedience Tf in Scripture, is to the Laws of the Land; wa 
no otherwile., 
That Reſiſting of aibiciary Power 1s Lawful, 
Thar the Oath of: Allegiance co the late N= a Was difewved before the 
Prince of Orange ( our preſent King 
Thass n the: non-performance of an pf rp on one. fide, To other becomes 
plainly prov'd from ſeveral les in Set ture, ps +49 
Nl on Nob only Gaiiſe of 5 and Obedience oe : 
doggy is due to the =o fvox bois. is proved from: "Law 
. -and Reaſon ; And thoſe Texts of Scripture el 2h relate ro. 
0 ink in are Ex ., Price 'd 6d... 


wa by ſame Author, -and | for x The Heng,” 


T "> 


, 
;, » ana. * 


| 4 rs 


